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MONTCLAIR ART MUSEUM HONORS WYETH FAMILY WITH 
NEW ART EXHIBITION 

MONTCLAIR, NJ, March 26, 2009—The Montclair Art Museum (MAM) will host The Wyeths: Three Generations, including paintings, drawings, and first-edition illustrated books on loan from the Bank of America Collection.  Organized by MAM in collaboration with Bank of America, the exhibition will be on view from March 8–July 19, 2009.

Intense devotion to subject characterizes the Wyeths’ work in this collection. This exhibition provides an introduction to their unique worlds and legacies and stimulates us to look further at the thousands of compelling images made by this famous family.  For three generations, the Wyeths have created art that captures the imagination and admiration of a wide audience.

“When we entered conversations about bringing The Wyeths: Three Generations to the Montclair Art Museum, we were thrilled at the opportunity.  As the first museum to showcase this exhibition to a large public audience, we look forward to sharing the Wyeths’ special works with the surrounding community,” said Lora Urbanelli, Director of the Montclair Art Museum.
The Wyeths: Three Generations consists of more than 60 paintings and drawings by N. C. (Newell Converse) Wyeth, his son Andrew Wyeth, and his grandson Jamie Wyeth. The works—from the early 1900s to the present—reveal the breadth of the Wyeth family’s creative output and illuminate both common themes within the works and the artists’ individual styles. The show is supplemented by three Andrew Wyeth works on paper from the collection of the Montclair Art Museum, as well as a loan from a private collection.

N. C. Wyeth (1882–1945) has long been considered one of the nation’s leading illustrators.  The exhibition includes illustrations for books by Robert Louis Stevenson and Washington Irving as well as historical scenes, seascapes, and landscapes.  Andrew Wyeth (1917–2009) was one of the United States’ most popular artists, and his paintings follow the American Realist tradition.  The exhibition includes important works from the 1970s and 1980s as well as recent paintings.  Jamie Wyeth (b. 1946), like his father and grandfather, has painted subjects of everyday life, in particular the landscape, animals, and people of Pennsylvania and Maine.  Eighteen paintings represent all periods of his career.

A part of Bank of America’s Art in Our Communities Program, MAM has been chosen as the first stop for The Wyeths: Three Generations.  The tour of this collection will enable institutions around the globe to exhibit these important works, including upcoming stops at Kansas’ Wichita Art Museum in September 2009 and London’s Dulwich Picture Gallery in June 2010. 

Through its Art in Our Communities Program, Bank of America has converted its corporate art collection into a unique community resource from which museums and nonprofit galleries may borrow complete or customized exhibitions.  By providing these exhibitions and the support required to host them, this program helps sustain community engagement and generate vital revenue for the nonprofits, creating stability in local communities. From 2008-2010, Bank of America will have loaned more than thirty exhibitions to museums nationwide.

###
About the Museum

The Montclair Art Museum, a notable, community-based institution with an international reputation, boasts a renowned collection of American and Native American art that uniquely highlights art making in the United States over the last three hundred years. The collection includes more than 12,000 objects: paintings, prints, original works on paper, photographs, and sculpture by American artists from the 18th century to the present, as well as traditional and contemporary Native American art and artifacts representing the cultural developments of peoples from all of the major American Indian regions. MAM’s Yard School of Art is the leading regional art school, offering a multitude of comprehensive courses for children, youth, adults, seniors, and professional artists.   

 

The Montclair Art Museum is located at 3 South Mountain Avenue in Montclair, N.J.  Information and directions are available on the Museum website, montclairartmuseum.org, or by calling (973) 746-5555.  MAM is open Wednesdays through Sundays, Noon – 5 p.m., and closed on Mondays, Tuesdays, and major holidays.  Museum admission is free for members and children under 12, $12 for nonmember adults, and $10 for senior citizens and students with I.D. Admission is free for everyone the first Friday of every month.

All Museum programs are made possible, in part, by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, and by funds from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, and Museum members.

Bank of America and the Arts

Bank of America is a major supporter of the arts and heritage of the United States.  The program represents a combination of responsible business practices with good corporate citizenship. As a financial institution, Bank of America is accountable for serving its shareholders, customers, associates, and the communities it serves. The bank’s support of the arts and arts-related nonprofit organizations is an effective way to serve stakeholders, in the short term, by driving positive business results through support of local economies. Over the long term, this support helps fuel innovation, drive the nation’s progress and shape its future. 

Through its unique program, Bank of America shares exhibits from its corporate collection with the community through museum partners as part of its Art in Our Communities Program. Bank of America also offers customers free access to some of the nation’s finest cultural institutions through the acclaimed Museums on Us® program. In addition, the Bank of America Charitable Foundation provides strategic philanthropic support to museums, theaters and other arts-related nonprofits to benefit underserved populations and increase access to the arts.

