
LANDSCAPES
FEBRUARY 8, 2020 – JUNE 21, 2020

PERSONAL

call to
local
artists



local artists 
juried exhibition 
prospectus

The Montclair Art Museum announces a call to local artists for 
a small, juried exhibition. Since its founding, MAM has been 
nourished by its connection to the artists of our region, but 
the success and pleasure of last season’s Fiber Arts exhibition, 
sponsored by the NJ State Council on the Arts, really brought 
home the positive spirit and energy of those relationships.   

This spring, MAM has made available its historic Lehman 
Court at the Museum’s front entrance as a home for local 
artists’ work - up front and center. The installation will open 
to the public, along with our spring exhibitions on February 8, 
2020. Overall, this year’s spring shows feature Federico Uribe: 
Animalia, Virgil Ortiz: Odyssey of the Venutian Soldiers, as well 
as a new reinstallation of the permanent collection entitled 
Uncaged: Animals in the Collection.

In that context, artists from Essex County, NJ are encouraged 
to submit their work for a small installation exploring the 
theme of Personal Landscapes. Open to broad interpretation, 
we encourage artists to consider their personal environment, 
external or internal, using a wide range of possible materials 
and methods (see details below).

PERSONAL LANDSCAPES
February 8, 2020 – June 21, 2020



ELIGIBILTY

The Montclair Art Museum, a notable, community-based institution with an international 
reputation, features renowned collections of American and Native American art that 
uniquely highlight art making in the United States over the last three hundred years. 
The collection includes more than 12,000 objects: paintings, prints, original works on 
paper, photographs, and sculpture by American artists from the 18th century to the 
present. In the collections as well are traditional and contemporary Native American art 
and artifacts representing the cultural developments of peoples from all major regions 
of Native North America. The Museum’s education programs serve a wide regional 
public, while invited artists, performers, and scholars share additional talent at Museum 
special events. MAM’s Yard School of Art is the leading regional art school, offering 
comprehensive courses for children, teens, adults, seniors, and professional artists. 
The Montclair Art Museum is located at 3 South Mountain Avenue in Montclair, N.J. 
Information and directions are available on the Museum website, montclairartmuseum.
org, or by calling 973-746-5555. MAM is open Wednesdays through Sundays, Noon – 
5:00 p.m., and closed on Mondays, Tuesdays, and major holidays. Museum admission 
is $12 for nonmember adults, $10 for senior citizens and students with I.D., and free for 
members and children under 12.  

All Museum programs are made possible, in part, by the New Jersey State Council on 
the Arts, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, and by funds from 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the Vance Wall Foundation, the Geraldine R. 
Dodge Foundation, and Museum Members.

All artists that are over the age of 18 and live in Essex County, New Jersey are eligible 
to apply. All mediums are eligible. 2D artwork may not exceed 15ft x 133 in. Proposals 
that include unfinished or unrealized works will not be accepted.  
All submissions must represent work that:

1. Has been completed within the last 2 years

2. Is available for the complete duration of the exhibition

Artists should be aware the exhibition gallery is used for events where food and 
drink are served. If an artwork is not displayed on the wall, it should be movable to 
accommodate potential temporary relocation for museum events.

about the museum



jurors

Lora Urbanelli
Director, 

Montclair Art Museum

Mary Birmingham
Curator, 

Visual Arts Center 
of New Jersey

Alison Van Denend
Curatorial Assistant,

Montclair Art Museum

Since 2010 Mary Birmingham 
has been Curator at the 
Visual Arts Center of New 
Jersey, where she directs 
an ambitious program of 
contemporary art exhibitions 
and projects. She began 
her career at the Whitney 
Museum, worked in the 
curatorial department of 
the Montclair Art Museum 
from 1994-2003, and was 
Director of Exhibitions at the 
Hunterdon Art Museum from 
2007-2010. Birmingham has 
an MA in Art History from 
Hunter College and a BA in 
Art History from Seton Hall 
University. She is a co-author 
of Montclair Art Museum: 
Selected Works, the author 
of Dynamic Impulse: The 
Drawings of Stuart Davis, 
and numerous exhibition 
catalogues. She has 
organized more than sixty 
contemporary art exhibitions 
and has written and lectured 
on a variety of topics in 
American and contemporary 
art.

Lora Urbanelli has been 
Director of the Montclair 
Art Museum since 2008. 
Under her direction, 
educational programming 
joined curatorial as partners 
in prioritizing audience-
centered exhibitions and 
activities of the highest 
level. A special emphasis 
on contemporary art and 
working artists has allowed 
the Museum to explore 
current trends and topics 
while contextualizing historic 
materials and their continued 
relevance today. Lora came 
to Montclair from her position 
as Director of the Farnsworth 
Art Museum and Wyeth 
Center in Rockland, ME, and 
prior to that served as Interim 
Director, Assistant Director, 
and Curator of Prints, 
Drawings and Photographs 
over the course of 20 years 
at the Museum of Art, Rhode 
Island School of Design. She 
was trained in studio art, art 
history, and museum studies 
at Rutgers University and 
Syracuse University.
 

Alison Van Denend has been 
the Curatorial Assistant at the 
Montclair Art Museum since 
2015. She has contributed 
to a wide variety of shows 
and recently spearheaded 
the coordination of New 
Directions in Fiber Art, a New 
Jersey Arts Annual exhibition. 
She is currently curating 
the permanent collection 
exhibition Uncaged: Animals 
in the Collection, on view 
in February 2020. Alison 
has a BA in Art History 
and French from Calvin 
University and an MA in 
Art History from Rutgers 
University. She has written for 
museum publications such 
as the exhibition catalogs for 
Matisse and American Art 
and Impossible Shadows: The 
Art of Larry Kagan.



submission procedure

ACCEPTABLE MEDIA FILE TYPES 

There is a $25 entry fee to apply. Artists may submit up to 3 
works for consideration. Payment and applications must be 
submitted online at www.montclairartmuseum.org/exhibition/
personal-landscapes

Applications submitted by email will not be accepted.

Application will include:

  1. Application form

2. Artist statement

3. CV

4. Digital images (Limit up to 3 images per artwork). 
 Video and other time-based media are also eligible.

All submitted files, including CV and Artist Statement, must 
include the name of the artist in the file name. Unidentified 
files will not be accepted.

Image media  
File formats: JPEG, JPG, TIFF

Audio media
File formats: WAV, MP3

Video media
File formats: WMV, MOV, MP4



SHIPPING

INSURANCE

SALES

PACKING

CONDITIONS OF AGREEMENT

Artists chosen for the exhibition will be responsible for the delivery of their work to 
the Museum.  Please see the calendar for the delivery date and time. Accepted artists 
will be contacted by the Museum’s Curatorial Assistant in advance to schedule a 
date and time for both delivery and pick up. No artwork will be accepted without an 
appointment.

The Montclair Art Museum will insure all artwork at fair market value, from the time it is 
received until it is released by the Museum. Artists must assume responsibility for their 
artwork in transit to and from the Museum. Artists will be notified upon receipt and 
inspection of the artwork by MAM staff, if the Museum feels a work cannot be insured 
and/or exhibited due to its condition, structure, fragility or inherent vice.

Potential buyers will be referred to the artists. Accepted artists will have the opportunity 
to create an exclusive, small-scale artwork to be sold in The Store at MAM on a 
consignment basis (50-50 split) in the retail range of $25-$100 during the run of the 
exhibition. When the item is sold, no more will be available. Any pieces not sold will be 
returned to the artist at the end of the exhibition.

Artists are responsible for packing their artwork for safe transport to the Museum. If 
packing materials are in good condition and space is available, the Museum will save all 
original packing materials provided by artists and reuse it for packing at the end of the 
exhibition.

Work selected for the exhibition must remain for the duration of the exhibition. No 
substitution of the work may be made and accepted work may be refused if it does 
not conform to the entered image. The Montclair Art Museum reserves the right to 
reproduce entries for publicity purposes. Artists will be asked to promote the exhibition 
on their own social media. Work remaining after the listed pick-up period may be 
disposed of at the discretion of the Museum. Submission of entries will constitute 
agreement to the conditions set forth between the Museum and the selected artists. 
The Montclair Art Museum’s loan documents will formalize this agreement.



calendar
Applications Accepted: November 6 - December 8, 2019

Deadline for Submissions: Sunday, December 8, 2019

Juror Review:  December 16 – December 19, 2019

Acceptance Notifications:  December 20, 2019

Delivery of Work:  January 23 – January 24, 2020 

Exhibition Dates:  February 8 – June 21, 2020

Return of Work:  June 22 – June 26 

Contact Alison Van Denend at the Montclair Art Museum.

Alison Van Denend
Curatorial Assistant
973-259-5132
avandenend@montclairartmuseum.org

questions?


